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UD THEATRE PRESENTS
BLACK MIERICAN DOCUMENTARY
DAYTON, Ohio, November 12, 1980

The University of Dayton Theatre

will present In White America, a documentary play by Martin Duberman on November 20,
21, and 22 at 8 p.m. in the Kennedy Union Boll Theatre.
Herbert Woodward Martin, associate professor of English at UD will be the
guest director.

Hartin holds an M.L. from Hiddlebury College (Breadloaf School of

English) and a D.A. from Carnegie-Mellon.
including

Celebration,

He has also acted in several UD productions

The Roar of the Greasepaint, the Smell of the Crowd, : and

A Hidsummer Night's Dream.
In White America is about the American black's struggle for freedom, how one
gains it, and what it costs to live in a land dominated by white

~eople.

The drama

is based on historical letters, speeches, conversations; and documents dating back
from the inception of slavery to the 1960s.

Its

content is that of life; from pathos

to humor.
The two act play depicts over thirty events in the blacks' history in a white
America.

A spectrum of views on the race question (as viewed in 1963, when the play

first opened) begins and ends the play.

The chronology of incidents portrayed cover

a wide range of events: an account of the slave trade by a ship's doctor in 1770;
Senator Tillman of South Carolina addressing the U.s. Senate in 1907 on lynching
and when it is justified; a 15-year-old black girl tr' rinr:' to enter Central TUgh School
in Little Rock, Arkansas in 1957.
Al though the play pre-dates the Civil Rights Movement led by t-1artin Luther
King, Jr., t-1artin feels it is a play that still calls attention to the problems which
exist in our society today.
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The resurgence of the Klu Klux Klan illustrates that such attitudes are
still a timely problem.

The historical facts that Duberman has arranged state

that prejudices, wherever they exist, are wrong and perhaps must be faced, said
Martin.
Tickets for In White

P~erica

and $3 for the general public.

are $1.50 for UD faculty, staff, and students

For further information, call the Theatre Box Office

at 229-2545.
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